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Phelps in desperation brought in a new Post Office bill, really the old
one without the Senate amendments; this the House passed without
debate. It was now midnight, and the civil bill with its loan provisions
lay still inert on the Speaker's table; in this coffin lay the Treasury's
hope for fiscal solvency.
The administration had not been idle during these tense hours. Since
first signs of revolt during the early days of the tariff maneuvers, both
Cobb and Postmaster General Brown had feared for their financial
lives. Brown had worked unusually hard. He had used the hospitality
of his great house lavishly. He had given "stag parties," trying to get
the disaffected tariff men back into the fold. When the Post Office bill
first got into difficulties he was suffering from a heavy cold, but he
kept at it until pneumonia felled him. Marron, the Third Assistant
Postmaster General, was likewise dangerously ill, and the Post Office
lobby was thus weakened. While Brown was trying to direct the fight
from his bed, Cobb was indefatigable on the floor of the House. He
spent this fateful night trying to prevail upon some of the revolters to
save the national finances by taking up the civil bill*
At three A.M. the Treasury gods were appeased, and the Representa-
tives heeded Cobb's pleas. The members wasted time in strategic roll
calls designed to block action, but finally after four o'clock settled down
to consider the Senate amendments to the sundry civil bill. They were
quite ruthless with most of them; they refused to concur in the mail-
steamer provision or the Post Office reform. They made the most fuss
over the loan feature, at first discarding it by one vote. Then a series of
roll calls and divisions, with Cobb strenuously at work, finally reversed
the result. Florence, Gillis, and Ahl of Pennsylvania, among the revolt-
ing tariff Democrats, changed their votes, and seven other opponents
refrained from voting; thus the bill passed. Dawn had broken, and the
day was well along when the civil bill was sent back to the Senate.
The upper chamber in the meantime had been wrestling with the
Post Office problem. When shordy after midnight the new bill had
come from the House, Stuart of Michigan, Douglas Democrat, led a
fight to save it. The Michigan Senator wanted a committee of confer-
ence appointed to adjust the matter. The punctilious declared there
was no basis for it. The Senate had sent a bill back to the House, the
House had refused to act, there was no basis for a conference. The new